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President’s Letter – September 2005                                                                                    
 

Perhaps the most 
important Rotary event this 
month, was RYLA. Getting our 
young people to understand just 
what they are themselves 
capable of, is thrilling for them 
(and I suspect, for their 
teachers). In an ideal world, it 
would be what every young 
person experiences as a matter 
of course during their education. 
We do what we can for the lucky 
few and Ben and Dan showed us 
just how exciting and rewarding it 
had been for them, at our 
business meeting on the last 
Monday of the month. 

From the Club’s point of 
view, gaining new members is 
most important. We are all living 
through major changes in 
society’s attitudes towards 
Human rights, greater freedom 
and less government regulation 
and so on. These changes are 
bringing people from all 
backgrounds, both men and 
women into prominent positions  

 

 
 
in business and in the 
professions, throughout the 
world. So it is inevitable that this 
situation will be reflected in the 
membership of Rotary. The 
Rotary movement has been 
rather slow in reacting, 
particularly where women are 
concerned (although Rotary 
never has proscribed lady 
membership, it is just that until 
relatively recently, none were 
invited to join, as few held 
appropriate positions in society). 
R.I. and R.I.B.I. are progressively 
adjusting the rules by which we 
operate, and are making them 
more open and less prescriptive. 
These adjustments have not 
been imposed on us from above 
but have been agreed by our 
elected representatives at the 
relevant National and 
International Conferences. No 
rules or laws are perfect; they 
are made by imperfect human 
beings after all! It is each Club’s 
duty to interpret and apply them 
as best it can. This, your Council 
has been doing, particularly in 
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the case of Dorothy Pulsford-
Harris’s application for 
membership. Having 
exhaustively examined her 
application, the Council has 
concluded that she is eminently 
qualified to become a Rotarian 
and that her living at North 
Wootton, is not, in today’s 
circumstances, an impediment to 
her joining our Club, as she 
wishes. As President, I sincerely 
regret not giving you, every 
Member, an opportunity, before 
the Council reached its decision, 
to express your personal views 
to us all and to fully discuss and 
hopefully resolve, the conflicting 
issues involved. Now that we 
have had that discussion, 
belatedly, I sincerely hope that 
we can go on together and grasp 
the new opportunities that 
Dorothy’s membership will bring. 
Her induction is now scheduled 
to take place during the meeting 
on Monday 10th October. 
One way or another all of your 
views will be sought prior to any 
future applications for 
membership being submitted to 
council. The next council meeting 
will be reviewing this matter and 
our deliberations will be reported 
to you at the business meeting 
on the 17th of October. Lets all 
resolve to do what we must to 
ensure the future of the Club, 
and make the most of the new 
opportunities that are opening up 
to us      
Let’s enjoy our Rotary 
Keith 
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Editors Jottings. 
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Club Service - Alan Henry - 
 
Art Exhibition –  
Entries are flowing in thick & fast – last 
year’s total of 412 is already 
approaching. 
As usual everyone in the Club is asked 
to help over the four-day period (13th – 
16thOctober) – a Board will be 
circulated at the next meetings. 
 
 
Trafalgar Celebration 
Arrangements are well in hand for 
what promises – weather permitting – 
to be a memorable event for Swaffham 
& Rotary on 20th October. A Board will 
be circulated at the next few meetings 
s again this event will require the 
assistance of every Swaffham 
Rotarian 
. 
 
. 
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SECRETARY 
 
Denis Bishop  
 
Quote of the Month from the 
Club Secretary 
 
We confess our little faults to persuade 
people that we have no large ones. 
 
Word of the month 
 
Halcyon: peaceful; undisturbed; happy. 
 
 
District Council Meeting – 
Wednesday 21 September at 
Mildenhall 
 
Report 
 
 
�  President Keith, Secretary 

Denis and PDG Malcolm 
attended. 

 
�  This was Bill Redmayne’s 

first Meeting as District 
Governor 1080 and he 
handled it a very calm and 
orderly manner. 

 
�  A special presentation on 

Mercy Ships was made by 
Mark Little. This is a 
tremendous scheme and 
needs considerable funds 
to maintain its 
programmes. Two ships 
exist at present with one 
further ship coming soon. 
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�  A Presentation by John 
Gillespie PDG to Mark 
Little, Malcolm Whittley, 
Brian Baxter and John 
Raybold who have retired 
from the District Executive 
after 6 years. 

 
�  A District Emergency Action 

Co-ordinator has been 
appointed to co ordinate 
Rotary response to local 
disasters. 

 
 
�  Rotary Foundation Scholars 

have arrived in the UK.  
Five are at Cambridge and 
two are at UEA.  Clubs are 
asked to book the Scholars 
for meetings as soon as 
possible. 

 
 
�  The distribution of the funds 

received from the Estate of 
M Wiltshire was discussed 
and a proposition from 
District was as follows:- 

 
“ That the £13254 be apportioned to 
Clubs pro rata the special levies 
paid by each club and that each 
Club then be asked whether they 
want to receive a refund of their 
share or want it donated to Rotary 
Foundation in the Clubs name.”  
The Rotary Club of Swaffham 
amount is £158.90 
__________________________
__________________________
___ 
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From last month 
 
Call My Bluff 
 
What is a MITHRIDATE? 
 

a) A historical mistake 
 
b) A kind of preserved fruit eaten 

in the Middle East 
 

c) A general antidote to poison or 
disease 

 
 
And the answer is …………c) A 
general antidote to poison or 
disease 

 
 
And now for another for this month 
Call My Bluff 
 
What is an APOD? 
 

a) A small portable device for 
listening to music 

 
b) An animal without feet 

 
c) A group of vegetables including 

peas and beans 
 
 
Word Play 
 
Name these three people with 
the same first name 
 
UMJAM BELTS (modern singer) 
 
JAC M SEE JOY (author) 
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Vocational /Youth matters. 
 
We have committed this year to 
promote, distribute and raise 
awareness once again of the 
“Coping With Life”  series of CD’s. 
There are currently 4 CD’s in the 
set: - Coping with Bullying, Coping 
with Family Change, Coping with 
Citizenship and Coping when 
someone has died. 
 
There will be a 5th, Coping with 
Growing Up available later this or 
early next year. 
 
We intend that every school, which 
wishes to have any or all of this 
material, shall do so and that we 
within the Vocational committee 
will raise the funds to pay for them. 
 
Schools have been researched, 
Heads identified and publicity 
material obtained. Our campaign can 
now commence. 
 
I will endeavour to keep you posted 
through this newsletter. 
 
David Impey 
 
 
David says are we still doing Aqua 
Boxes if so we may find the 
following amusing …………… 
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A flawed plan will hold no water; a plan 
that is exposed might be dead in 
The water, or risks being blown out of the 
water; whereas a plan that will 

Stand close scrutiny is watertight – unless 
someone pours cold water over 
it. (And even if they do it might be (water 
off a duck’s back.) To carry 
water to the reservoir is like taking coals 
to Newcastle, and while you can lead 
a horse to water, you can’ t make it drink. 
If you have muddied the water you 
might seek to pour oil over troubled 
water; a true friend will seek always 
to be a bridge over troubled water. If you 
fail to keep your head above water, 
you may find yourself in hot water or deep 
water (not forgetting, of course, 
that still waters run deep). You may not 
take to a backwater like a duck to 
water – indeed you may feel like a fish out 
of water. However, since much 
water will have flowed under the bridge it 
is advisable simply to tread water 
and avoid temptation to throw the baby out 
with the bathwater. 
Remember always that blood is thicker 
than water, come hell or high water. 
 
 
REPORT FROM OUR RI &RIBI 
REPRESENTATIVE – our roving 
reporter  
 
He is a little quiet this month – but 
he will be at the District Conference 
so watch out for next Month. 
 
MW 
 
Late notice:- 
 
DISTRICT QUIZ 2005/6 
Wednesday 16 November 2005 
The Old Rectory Hotel, Crostwick 
We need a Captain and up to 5 
Additional members? 
Our usual Captain is Robin who 
would like to join him? 
Cost £65.00 pet team including 
Buffet. 
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