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President’s Letter October ‘05                                                                                    
 

District Conference took 
place at the Elizabeth Hotel, 
Copdock on the western outskirts 
of Ipswich, on the weekend of 
the 7th, 8th, & 9thof October. It 
was a good choice from the 
access point of view, as 
attendees could conveniently get 
there without having to go 
through Ipswich. Unfortunately, 
the Hotel had not quite finished 
decorating the dining room but 
managed to cope quite well with 
a self-service lunch. The 
Ballroom, where the conference 
took place was comfortable and 
well laid out, so that we could all 
see and hear the speakers.  It 
also satisfactorily accommodated 
“The “Trafalgar Gala Dinner” 
which was enlivened by the 
number of people who attended 
in fancy dress. The meal was 
disappointing being little different 
to that which we get each week 
at the “George”, but costing two 
and a half times as much, for the 
addition of a starter dish. Eve 
and I joined the table occupied  

 
 
 
 
by people from one of the 

Cambridge Clubs, who were very 
friendly company.  

 
As to the conference itself, 

in addition to the usual 
formalities, we had four very 
inspiring presentations. The first 
was a very sobering account of 
life of the street Children of 
Africa. Next we were given a 
very thought provoking, no 
punches pulled, talk from John 
Hocking R.I.B.I. president 1999 – 
2000, on the problems facing 
Rotary and the changes we are 
going to have to accommodate if 
we are to have a future. We 
finished the morning with a 
description of life on one of the 
Mercy ships, some examples of 
the medical conditions they deal 
with and of the work done by the 
all-volunteer crew. The afternoon 
was taken up with a very 
evangelical talk given by a 
reformed Drug addict and the 
work he is doing to help other 
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young people avoid the life he 
had escaped from. Four very 
worthy speakers, making a very 
meaningful Conference 
Saturday. As it was the only day I 
attended I can only presume that 
the Sunday speakers were as 
good. 

 
On Monday 10th Dorothy 

became our first new member of 
Rotary’s second Century and we 
became a dual gender club. The 
gravity of the occasion did not 
diminish the evident good 
humour, which augurs well for 
the future. Welcome, Dorothy, 
your membership symbolises the 
determination of our Club to face 
the challenges of the future with 
renewed enthusiasm. 
Intriguingly, the subject of the 
Norfolk Film Archive’s 
presentation that evening, was to 
see how difficult it has been to 
simply get around in the past in 
Norfolk, to get things like the 
shopping and the mail delivered. 
Incidentally, the forecasters are 
predicting a hard winter I see. 
Some very interesting films, 
hopefully we shall see more in 
the not too distant future. 

 
The Art Exhibition went 

very well again this year, with a 
similar number of exhibits of a 
satisfyingly high standard and 
much the same amount of 
money raised. There were fewer 
sales but then retailing generally 
has been suffering this year. 
Thanks to all the helpers and 
particularly to Alan and Sue who 

have been having such a tough 
time these past few weeks. 

 
Thanks again to Alan and 

Sue and to Dennis and Chris for 
the splendid firework display 
commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of Nelson’s victory at 
Trafalgar. It was estimated that 
something like 500 people joined 
the procession to watch the 
fireworks. Many more from the 
Town and the surrounding 
villages also saw them. What 
was particularly encouraging was 
the number of sponsors the team 
gained, making it very much, a 
community event. 

 
Lastly of course, we 

finished the month with Charter 
Night. We had a good number of 
visitors just about the right 
amount of formality, and as Peter 
Dobbs said, just about the most 
hilarious after dinner speaker I 
have ever heard. So well done 
the club service committee. 

 
This has been a very good 

month for fellowship, that most 
elusive ingredient, which makes 
Rotary so much more than a 
charity  

    
Let’s enjoy our Rotary 
 
 
Keith 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
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Denis Bishop Secretary 
 
District 1080 Issues 
�  Apparently we are now in 

the Northern Area in 
District 1080 

 
�  Request for all Clubs to 

consider sending donations 
for Shelter and Aqua 
Boxes.  Stocks are very 
low and demand is high. 

 
�  Regional finals of Youth 

Speaks are planned for 
Sunday 30th April at Essex 
University. Last year a 
team from District1080 got 
into the National Finals and 
one of the team won the 
“Best Vote Of Thanks” 
award in the under 14 
group. No mean 
achievement; be nice if 
1080 could build on this. 

 
�  Until further notice Haverhill 

will be meeting at the 
Plough at Hundon 

 
 
Letter from RI General 
Secretary to all DG’s 
(Who have passed it on)? 
 
Dear District Governor: 
 
Recently, Rotarians have received e-mails 
that appear to be from Rotary International 
requesting personal information such as 
passwords, usernames, and addresses.  
Please inform your club members, as soon 
as possible, that these are scam messages 
and should be disregarded and deleted 
immediately. 
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Rotary International will not request 
personal information via e-mail under any 
circumstances.  If any club members have 
divulged personal information, please 
advise them to follow up with the 
appropriate reporting authorities, and to 
change any information possible 
(passwords, etc.). 
 
To read more about the latest email scam 
targeting Rotarians please visit: 
<http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/announ
cements/050606.html>.  General 
information about email scams or 
"phishing" schemes can be found at the 
U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission site: 
<http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/aler
ts/phishingalrt.htm>. 
 
If you have any further questions please 
feel free to email your club and District 
Administrative representative: 
<http://www.rotary.org/support/CDAreps/i
ndex.html>.  I am sorry for any 
inconvenience and hope that through 
informing our membership we can avoid 
future problems. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in bringing 
this matter to the attention of our 
volunteers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ed Futa 
General Secretary 
 
NOTE 
After the presentation from Chris 
V – this is most appropriate. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� 
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Special Occasions to 
Celebrate. 
 
If you and your family 
would like to have your 
birthday, anniversary or 
other special occasion 
mentioned in the Pedlars 
Post please tell the 
Secretary. 
A list will go round for you 
all to complete.  No year 
need to be included, only 
the day and month.  Just in 
case it is a secret you wish 
to keep! 
This is something that our 
twin Club in Rue does each 
month and it may be 
something that we can 
copy? 

����
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Quote of the Month  

 
Lord, give me chastity – but not 
yet …… 
  - Saint Augustine 
 
 
Word of the month 
 
Opt (for)   : choose, decide on, 
elect, exercise one’s discretion 
(in favour of), go for, prefer, 
make a selection. 
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Call My Bluff 
What is an APOD? 
And the answer is  
c)A group of vegetables including 
peas and beans 
 

Word Play 
Name these three people with the 
same first name 
Answers - 
UNJAM BELTS (modern singer) 
(James Blunt) 
 
JAC M SEE JOY (author) 
(James Joyce) 
 
ACCOMPANIST A JOKE (explorer) 
Captain James Cook 
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What is a LOPHOBRANCH? 

a) A cloak like vestment worn 
by priests in the 17th C 

b) A primitive tourniquet used 
by surgeons in the Navy in 
the time of Nelson. 

c) A fish of the seahorse or 
pipefish group. 
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 Three “ Katie’s”  
 

I’m a tea, Luke. (modern 
singer) 
 
A Harper Tinker (A Kings 
wife) 
 
Test A Crazee Johnnie 
(Welsh in Hollywood) 
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Grasping the Nettle 
Touching a stinging nettle 
proves that if it is held 
tightly it is less likely to 
sting than if it is held 
tentatively.  
This practical advice 
provides a metaphor for 
tackling difficult problems 
resolutely rather than 
approaching them 
nervously. 

 
Ringing the Changes 
In traditional English Bell 
Ringing, changes are made 
using all the combinations 
of a set of bells.  This is 
extended into modern 
speech as an allusion to re-
using the same limited 
resources in a variety of 
creative and inventive 
ways. 
 
(Do these ring any bells?) 
 


 � � �� � � � � 	
 � � �� � � � � 	
 � � �� � � � � 	
 � � �� � � � � 	 ����
A very warm welcome to 
Dorothy Pulsford –Harris 
(Peter) 
Classification - Barrister 
Home address - Fen Edge, 6 
Carlton Drive, North Wooton, 
King’s Lynn, PE30 0QX 
01553 631349 
07710 773555 
dottie@talk2.com 
 
Occupation - Crown Prosecution 
Service (West Norfolk Area) 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Chr istmas Raffle 
First Prize a Trolley Dash at Waitrose 
 
The event kicks off with ticket selling 
on the following dates & times (a board 
will be put out at the coming meetings) 
Friday 2nd Dec Waitrose 18:30 to 20:30  
Saturday 3rd Dec Waitrose 9:00 to 
12:00 
Saturday 3rd Dec Market Place 9:00 to 
15:00  
Sunday 4th Dec Waitrose 9:30 to 12:30 
Friday 9th Dec Waitrose 18:30 to 20:30  
Saturday 10th Dec Waitrose 9:00 to 
12:00 
Saturday 10th Dec Market Place 9:00 
to 15:00  
Sunday 11th Dec Waitrose 9:30 to 
12:30 
Friday 16th Dec Waitrose 18:30 to 
20:30  
Saturday 17th Dec Waitrose 9:00 to 
12:00 
Saturday 17th Dec Market Place 9:00 
to 15:00  
Sunday 18th Dec Waitrose 9:30 to 
12:30 
 
The draw will be on Sunday 18th Dec 
with the trolley dash at a time 
convenient for the store and the 
recipient of the prize. 
 
We propose to support the same 
Charities as last year, namely 
Macmillan Nurses, The Olive Tree 
Trust and Rotary Charities. 
 
The rules have been modified to: 
The Dash will be no longer than 2 
minutes. 
No alcohol or tobacco 
The trolley can be over filled 
The winner may have a runner if 
“dashing” is a problem 
There can be no other help – i.e. only 
one dasher may take part. 
The committee will be discussing the 
“one item from each product category” 

issue. For instance 1 turkey, 
sausages, bacon, ham issue will have 
to be clarified before we start selling 
the tickets. 
Also we will need to locate the Club’s 
tabards, before the start of December, 
unless we believe they have gone, 
never to be retrieved. If so does the 
club know where we got them from? 
Steve Ward 
 
SWAFFHAM ROTARY 
BEARS LTD 
At a recent Board Meeting it was decided 
that Swaffham Rotary Bears Ltd, would 
continue trading for the time being 
although we do not plan to renew our RI 
Licence in the New Year. We discussed 
various actions to mitigate the situation as 
it may be at that time. 
 
The end of year accounts (to the end of 
June) were presented and subject to minor 
alterations in the Directors̀  Report were 
approved for signing. They showed a 
profit, although they treated stock that is 
still on hand as an asset. 
 
We have now sold 188 Bears, six of which 
have been sold by a Retailer with whom 
we recently set up a deal. In recent 
conversations with Steiff a hope was 
expressed that this line of action could be 
extended to include the top 10 Steiff 
accounts. 
 
The visit to District Conference was hardly 
worthwhile as we only made two sales. It 
was a particularly poor House of 
Friendship and a poor attendance for the 
weekend. However a smart stall gave good 
publicity for the Club. 
 
 In November we have a whole page 
advert in a Celebratory Book to be given 
free with the monthly edition of a Teddy 
Bear Magazine. The book is to celebrate 
125 years of Steiff and has been compiled 
with their co-operation. We hope this 
might bring some sales from the 
Collectors. 
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In short we are pursuing every avenue that 
we can in an attempt to clear our stocks 
and bring the operation to a close. We are 
enlisting the support of Tony de St 
Dalmas, a RI Director, in dealing with RI 
who have been very unhelpful. 
 
We have reported previously that many 
things have conspired against the project 
and our aim now is to wrap it all up as best 
we can. From a present turnover in excess 
of £25K we hope to glean a little profit, 
but nothing like our original expectations. 
 
Hey! Ho! Back to the Woods again and 
those deadly Picnics! 
 
FROM CHRI S VARDY OUR 
VERY OWN COMPUTER 
EXPERT 
 
I nt er est i ng web l i nks:   
 
Al gebr a expl ai ned f or  t hose 
of  you who ar e st i l l  
conf used about  const ant s,  
var i abl es and equat i ons:   
ht t p: / / www. j i ml oy. com/ mat h/ m
at h. ht m  
 
Thi s edi t i ons YAAG ( emai l  me 
i f  you can' t  f i gur e out  t he 
acr onym) :   
ht t p: / / www. got used. com/ 42/ ga
mes/ poom  
 
So you don' t  want  a per sonal  
di gi t al  assi st ant  l i ke your  
f avour i t e I T geek but  you do 
want  * some*  k i nd of  a pocket  
book -  t r y t hese i nst ead:   
ht t p: / / www. pocket mod. com  
ht t p: / / www. hi pst er pda. com  
 
Or  maybe you al r eady have 
( l i ke me)  a f i l of ax ( t m)  or  
some ot her  syst em.  Why pay 
f or  t he i nser t s -  I  use 
t hese?  
ht t p: / / www. di ypl anner . com/ t e

mpl at es/ of f i c i al   
 
A knot t y pr obl em sol ved:   
ht t p: / / www. f ol soms. net / knot s
/   
 
A shar ed col l abor at i ve 
encycl opaedi a -  become an 
edi t or  or  cont r i but or  and 
shar e your  knowl edge:   
ht t p: / / www. wi ki pedi a. or g/   
 
For  exampl e:   
ht t p: / / en. wi k i pedi a. or g/ wi k i
/ Avi an_i nf l uenza  
 
Mor e f ont s t han you can 
shake a pot  of  hot  l ead at :   
ht t p: / / www. daf ont . com/ en/   
 
Fi nal l y af t er  al l  t hat  har d 
wor k what  you want  i s:   
ht t p: / / www. ni cecupof t eaandas
i t down. com  
 
 
All  
Mislaid items  
 
From Denis 
Does anyone have the banners 
from Clubs visited and Clubs 
that have visited us?  
The table stands are at the 
George but I could not find the 
banners! 
 
From Alan H 
? I am unable to trace one of 
the three Art Ex banners – I 
have two, does anyone else 
have No. 3? 
 
Also we have been unable to trace the 
Club tabards & the other banner – last 
used at the Bar-B-Que. – can anyone help? 
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Art Exhibition - Although we had a 
similar number of exhibits as last 
year – about 400 – with the standard, 
I am told, at least as good, our sales 
were only half of last year. 
Consequently our profit from the 
event suffered.  
What went wrong, nothing as such, I 
believe. The economic climate was 
against us – several of the artists 
confirmed that they were suffering. 
What should we do for the future – 
Wymondham sell twice the number 
we do, primarily due to their 
location – they are beside one of the 
main car parks & not far from the 
town centre – food for thought for 
the future! 
 
Trafalgar Celebration – By any 
standard this was a great success & 
one for which Swaffham Rotary can 
be justly proud. Our image and 
standing in the town must have been 
greatly enhanced. From the 
torchlight procession headed by 
‘Victory’  through to the Fireworks 
Display at the Camping land, this 
was a wonderful evening. Our 
special thanks must go to Denis, 
who developed the concept, got the 
funding from the Iceni Partnership 
and pushed the event to its climax. It 
is disappointing that less than half of 
the Club Members were able to 
attend for what was an unforgettable 
evening. 
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Programme – Following Chris 
Vardy’s excellent presentation on 
computer viruses & other scary 
phenomena we now return to more 
mundane subjects. This is a summary 
of events up to Christmas for those of 
you that do not surf or are not 
connected! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

NOVEMBER   

7  Scatter Week 
14 E 10 Pin Bowling – Kings Lynn With Par tners  
15  Club Council 
21 E Business Meeting 
28 E Go-Kart Challenge – Wisbech/Swaffham With Par tners  

DECEMBER   

5 L Brazilian Street Children – Colin Dickerson 
12 E My Life/My Job Dorothy Pulsford-Harris 
13  Club Council 
19 E Christmas Party With Par tners  

 
26 E No Meeting – Boxing Day 

   

 
You asked for comments on the Art 
Exhibition and the fireworks.  
Re Art Ex. I feel that a central venue, 
i.e. Assembly rooms would bring more 
people in, as it is central. One is bound 
to have good years and less good 
ones! We provide a valuable service to 
the community, which I think they 
appreciate. Alan and Sue have put a 
tremendous amount of effort into this 
year's exhibition for which the club will 
be immensely grateful I am sure. 
  
Although family commitments 
prevented our attendance at the 
Firework display, we have heard 
excellent reports on the evening and 
one in particular sticks in my mind –  
 

"How good it was that it was provided 
free with no one asking for money"!! 
YIR Malcolm. 
 
 
REMINDER 
Please note the Scatter for week 
commencing 7th November – there 
will be no meeting at the George – 
please get car loads & go off to 
other Clubs – it is always 
worthwhile. 
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