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President’s Letter – November 
2005                                                                                     
 

November, as always, was 
dominated by Guy Fawkes Night 
and, I think more importantly, by 
Remembrance Sunday. My 
father served right through the 
First World War as a member of 
the then, Army Service Corps 
and survived to become a civilian 
instructor for the Army in the 
Second World War. In common 
with most men of my generation, 
I had to do National Service. 
Although I saw no active service, 
four of my colleagues on ‘51 
Course’, of which I was a 
member, lost their lives during 
training exercises. All of them 
aged around 21 years old. So, I 
was particularly grateful to be 
able to present the 
commemorative wreath on behalf 
of the Club at the War Memorial 
during Swaffham’s 
Remembrance Sunday Parade.  

 
After centuries of strife and 

misery the world  
 

 
 
 

knows that war creates as many 
problems as it solves. Yet until 
we discover the way to prevent 
autocratic leaders from enslaving 
the lives of those they are 
supposed to serve, I believe we 
have to be prepared to stand 
against such people, with our 
lives if that must be.  
 

Rotary’s way of 
encouraging and creating 
opportunities for people of all 
nationalities and persuasions to 
meet and work together is surely 
the right sort of activity to 
eventually bring about a world 
wide environment in which 
tyranny and hopefully, wars are a 
thing of the past. 

 
One of the more important 

Club activities I was involved in 
this month, was our scatter visit 
to Norwich Centennial Club, 
arranged by Dennis. Malcolm, 
Alan, Nigel and myself, 
accompanied him to a meeting, 
which, no doubt, gave us a 
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glimpse of Rotary in the future. I 
counted seventeen attendees for 
the Club itself, eleven ladies and 
six men, four of whom were there 
for the first or second time. We 
sat informally around a single 
table made up by pushing four 
large round tables together. 
Dress was informal, the 
Swaffham contingent were five of 
the six men wearing ties! Age for 
the Centennial Club looked as 
though it ranged from thirty-ish to 
the later fifties. The President, 
probably one of the youngest 
women there, conducted a 
loosely structured meeting 
concluding with a somewhat 
tongue in cheek talk about 
Cricket.  This was given by one 
of their members, which 
explained why some them were 
wearing items of Cricket apparel 
and why the meal, which came 
last, was supposed to be a 
cricket tea! A vote of thanks was 
proposed but otherwise there 
were no toasts or other 
formalities. There was a raffle to 
raise money, and enquiry’s about 
our money raising activities. The 
atmosphere was very friendly 
with lots of banter, ending with 
promises to visit us in the near 
future. Personally, I can not help 
hoping that a little more of the 
formal Rotary, that I like, does 
survive. Thankfully, it does not 
look like we are beginning to 
change the fundamental ethos,  

 
 The ‘Ten pin bowling’ 

event at King’s Lynn was very 
pleasant evening and I think we 

all felt that the venue was more 
comfortable and friendly than at 
Norwich. The meal was certainly 
better. Well done Alan, a fun 
evening which our partners 
enjoyed also. 

 
Much the same could be 

said for the ‘Go Kart’ evening at 
the end of the month. The fish 
and chip van was an excellent 
idea and we enjoyed the supper.  
Well done Bernie and Alan for 
arranging this event 

 
Finally, Eve and I will be 

moving into temporary rented 
accommodation on the 20th 
December and expect to move 
into our new home on the 20th 
January 2006, which will be at 
Holme Hale.  We shall not be 
able to send or receive emails 
during this period and can only 
be contacted on our mobile 
‘phones; the numbers are: -  

 
For me: 07900 272887 and for 
Eve: 07979 002752. 

 
The temporary address will be: - 
Whichway House, The Street, 
Marham, Norfolk. PE33 9JP 

 
Eve and I take this 
opportunity of wishing you 
all, ‘Season’s Greetings’ 
and a healthy, happy New 
Year. 
 
May you find fulfilment in Rotary 
 
Keith 
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Denis Bishop Secretary 
 
District 1080 Issues 
�  We have two candidates to 

vote for in the election for 
1080 District Governor 
Nominee: - Mike Butcher 
and Peter Harris. This 
information has been 
circulated by e-mail to all 
on-line members. Those 
members not on line will be 
asked to cast a vote at the 
next available meeting.  So 
far Peter Harris is in the 
lead by a mile! 

 
RIBI Issues 
�  More information on the 

Belfast Conference 
received. We have several 
members deciding if they 
should attend and support 
the President Elect on his 
home territory. 

 
�  Also received from RIBI is 

more information for the 
International Committee in 
Mercy Ships 

 
�  The RIBI Club Bulletin 

Competition Sheet has 
been received and with 
changed criteria received 
this month, there is no 
reason why we should not 
enter the competition.  We 
need to enter two copies of 
three issues published 
between 1st February 2005 
and 31st January 2006.  
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They also need some 
background information on 
frequency, method of 
financing (Ha, Ha), and 
method of production. 
Entries to Alcester by 28th 
Feb 06.  What do you all 
think? 

 
�  More information this month 

received on:- 
o Scout Jamboree 
o Gypsy Moth IV 
o Sightsavers 

AND 
 
�  A very good paper on the 

RIBI PR Trophy Award 
 
All items will be in the 
Correspondence File at 
meetings 
 
 
 
Report on the fastest ever 
Special General Meeting 
 
Thanks from the Secretary to all 
at the November Business 
meeting for allowing this to 
happen at short notice.  
 
Congratulations to - 

Simon Thair – the 
President Elect for 
2006/07 

 
And commiseration’s to Denis B 
and Colin E who now have to 
work with President Elect Alan H 
for the next year as Secretary 
and Treasurer  

The accounts for 2004/05 will 
be presented to the Club at the 
Business Meeting in 
January2006 
 
 
Special Occasions to 
Celebrate. 
 
This month Dermot celebrated 
his 70th birthday. He does not 
look a day over 55 (he said!). 
Congratulations Dermot and 
thanks for the drinks at the 
Business Meeting. 
 
NOTE 
If you and your family would like 
to have your birthday, 
anniversary or other special 
occasion mentioned in the 
Pedlars Post tell the Secretary. 
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Quote of the Month  

 
My father told me all about the 
birds and the bees, the liar – I 
went steady with a woodpecker 
till I was twenty-one! 
  - Bob Hope 
 
 
What is the next number in the 
series 
 
8, 37, 182, 907 ………… 
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Bring to Book 
When any one is ‘brought 
to book’ they are asked to 
explain themselves usually 
after a misdemeanour.  In 
this case the book refers to 
a written record or a code 
of practice which has or 
has not been followed by 
the person brought to 
‘book’ 
 
(Club officers at a business 
meeting?) 
 
By the Book 

 
Once again ‘the book’ in 
this common expression is 
a notional work of authority, 
universally regarded a 
accurate and definitive on a 
given subject.  To speak or 
behave ’by the book’ is to 
follow precisely what is laid 
down as the accepted 
pattern without deviation. 
 
(Sounds like the Rotary 
rule book?) 
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What is a Quillion 
 

a) an early form of writing 
implement? 

b) Either arm of the cross 
guard of a sword? 

c) A small coracle-like boat 
used by the Romans 

����
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� � � �� 	 � �� � � � � �� � � �� 	 � �� � � � � �� � � �� 	 � �� � � � � �� � � �� 	 � �� � � � � � ����
Three men with similar first names 
 
1. PIN HERSELF A NUN – 

Explorer 
2. INFERNAL SHEP – Suffolk 

born actor 
3. A MARHLAND PET – Fear 

and Loathing in Las Vegas 
illustrator 

 
�
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What is a LOPHOBRANCH? 
It is a fish of the seahorse or 
pipefish group. 
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 Three “ Katie’s” were  
 
I’m a tea, Luke. (modern singer) 
– KATIE MELUA 
 
A Harper Tinker (A Kings wife) – 
KATHERINE PARR 
 
Test A Crazee Johnnie (Welsh in 
Hollywood)  
- CATHERINE ZETA-JONES 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Chr istmas Raffle 
First Prize a Trolley Dash at Waitrose 
 
The event kicks off with ticket selling 
on the following dates & times (a board 
will be put out at the coming meetings) 
Friday 2nd Dec Waitrose 18:30 to 20:30  
Saturday 3rd Dec Waitrose 9:00 to 
12:00 
Saturday 3rd Dec Market Place 9:00 to 
15:00  
Sunday 4th Dec Waitrose 9:30 to 12:30 
Friday 9th Dec Waitrose 18:30 to 20:30  
Saturday 10th Dec Waitrose 9:00 to 
12:00 
Saturday 10th Dec Market Place 9:00 
to 15:00  
Sunday 11th Dec Waitrose 9:30 to 
12:30 
Friday 16th Dec Waitrose 18:30 to 
20:30  
Saturday 17th Dec Waitrose 9:00 to 
12:00 
Saturday 17th Dec Market Place 9:00 
to 15:00  
Sunday 18th Dec Waitrose 9:30 to 
12:30 
 
The draw will be on Sunday 18th Dec 
with the trolley dash at a time 
convenient for the store and the 
recipient of the prize. 
 
We propose to support the same 
Charities as last year, namely 
Macmillan Nurses, The Olive Tree 
Trust and Rotary Charities. 
 
 
Steve Ward 
 
International  
Robin Rayner 
 
ROTARY CLUB OF SWAFFHAM 
DISTRICT 1080 20th November 2005 
Dear President, I am writing to invite you, 
the members of your club and partners and 
friends to our French Evening. This will be 
on Friday 27th January 2006 in the 

function suite at Lydney House Hotel, 
Norwich Road, Swaffham starting at 7p.m. 
For a modest £12.50 per head you will 
enjoy a five course French meal with wine, 
accompanied by French music from an 
accordionist. Seating will be at tables of 
ten. The raffle prizes are French, too, and 
are all edible or drinkable! The evening 
should be relaxed and fun and a good 
chance for socialising with like-minded 
people. Dress is informal but please leave 
any bicycles and strings of onions outside! 
(Likewise any Gauloises) I do hope we 
will see some of you on the night. Please 
let me know how many are coming by 
January 6th. We can cater for one hundred 
people. Yours in Rotary, Robin Rayner, 
Chairman, International Committee 
 
 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
The programme over the next few 
weeks continues and promises to be 
both interesting & enjoyable. 
On 12th December Dorothy Pulsford-
Harris will be giving her ‘My Life/My 
Job’ talk – this promises to be a 
fascinating presentation from what we 
already know of Dorothy & her job. 
 
The following meeting will be the 
Christmas Party (at the George) – we 
have arranged what promises to be an 
excellent menu, followed by a Speaker 
who should keep us entertained. The 
George have asked that all apologies 
should come to the Club (ME!) – not to 
the Hotel and that payments are made 
to the Club, not to the Hotel. They 
have also stressed that the menu 
(details to follow) is fixed & that they 
will not be able to provide alternatives 
to the selected items, unless, of 
course, for those who require a 
vegetarian option. 
 
We then have a holiday (!!) from 
Rotary over the Christmas & New Year 
period with our first meeting of 2006 on 
Monday 9th January.  
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This is a lunch meeting with, as yet, no 
firm speaker. If anyone would like to 
talk for 15 minutes on a recent holiday, 
their hobby, etc. please do let me 
know – I’m sure that many of you have 
stories & reminisces which you are 
bursting to share with us!! 
 
Don’t forget the President’s Night at 
Kings Lynn on 24th February – this 
promises to be an excellent evening so 
please try & get a party together as 
‘The More the Merrier!’ 
 
On behalf of the Club Service 
Committee may I take this opportunity 
of wishing all our Members & their 
Families a Very Happy Christmas & a 
Prosperous New Year. 
 
Yours, 
Alan 
 
 
Pl ease may I  put  i n a 
pi ece about  t he 
shoeboxes.   
I  woul d l i ke t o t hank 
al l  t he peopl e who ver y 
k i ndl y f i l l ed shoeboxes.  
They ar e al l  now 
r et ur ned and wi l l  be 
col l ect ed shor t l y .  Ver y 
many t hanks f or  your  
suppor t  and t he j oy t hat  
i t  wi l l  gi ve t o 50 
peopl e.  Thank you al l ,  
Sue Whi t t l ey.   
 
 
French Twinning Correspondence 
 
Dear Jean-Claude,  
 
Forgive me if my ineptitude at the 
computer means I have already sent 
this reply but I think my message has 
disappeared into cyberspace!  

I have contacted all our members and I 
am delighted to tell you that 13 
couples are definitely planning to visit 
Rue for the weekend of 7th-9th April 
2006. In addition we have 3 couples 
who will probably be visiting Rue and 4 
couples who may possibly be able to 
visit. I will contact you again as 
probables/possibles become definites 
or drop out.  
If all these people visit Rue it will be 40 
people, surely a record for a twinning 
visit.  
I hope our arrival in such numbers 
does not cause too many problems for 
your Club.  
Yours in Rotary,  
Robin  

----- Original Message ----- From: 
Triboulet Jean-Claude To: Robin 
Rayner Sent: Wednesday, November 
30, 2005 3:28 PM Subject: Re: 
jumelage  

My dear Robin,  

We had a club meeting yesterday 
night, and I gave your mail to our 
president Alain Fourcard who was, like 
me and other members, very 
disappointed to see that many of your 
members couldn©t come in May.  

So we had a look to see if there was 
an opportunity to change the date. 

 Because Alain cannot be here for the 
end of April and the beginning of May, 
and also because on the 16th of April 
it is Easter, that should be possible 
only on the week-end before Easter, 
that is to say from Friday the 7th to 
Sunday the 9th of April.  

Could you tell me very soon if you 
agree with that date, and if it is 
possible to have an idea of the 
number of people who want to come, 
to be able to make the bookings. It is 
not necessary to give me the names, 
that could be done later, but only an 
idea of the number.  
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I hope that will allow Tony, Peter and 
other to come. After 30 years of 
twinning that should be a pity not to 
see them here.  

With all my regards to you, Keith and 
other members, and all my Rotarian 
friendship, yours in Rotary,  

J.Claude.  

----- Original Message ----- From: Robin 
Rayner To: jctrib@free.fr Sent: Sunday, 
November 27, 2005 5:41 PM Subject: 
jumelage  

Dear Jean-Claude,  

I have managed to 
telephone most of the members of 
our Club and of the two dates 
offered most of them would prefer 
the weekend of 26-28 May. 
However, several Rotarians 
cannot manage either date 
including founder members Peter 
Dobbs and Tony Hopping. They 
wonder whether an April weekend 
might be possible but I expect 
there is a good reason why your 
Club has suggested a visit a few 
weeks later than is usual.  

Yours in Rotary,  

Robin. 

The story so far !!! – there 
is still time for change !!! - 
Ed 

 
 

Rotary � �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � � 
History Fellowship 
Authorized by Rotary International 
www.RotaryHistoryFellowship.org 
Fellow Rotarians, 

November is the Rotary Foundation 
Month.  
The Rotary Foundation started in 
1917 when Rotary International’s 
sixth President Arch Klumph, 
proposed the creation of an 
"endowment fund”  for Rotary to do 
good in the world in the form of 
charitable, educational, and other 
avenues of community service. It 
was not until after the passing of 
Rotary Founder Paul P. Harris in 
1947 that the Rotary Foundation 
would reach the world importance 
that it has today.  
The Rotary Foundation supports the 
efforts of Rotary International to 
achieve world understanding and 
peace through international 
humanitarian, educational, and 
cultural exchange programs. It is 
supported by contributions from 
Rotarians and friends of the 
Foundation who share its vision of 
a better world. Its expenses are 
born solely by the interest earned 
on its contributions over a three 
year period.  
Ask anyone who has been touched 
by the Rotary Foundation just how 
important it is, and each response 
will be similar. For young parents in 
Afghanistan, it was a life-saving 
immunization for their five-month-
old son. To a woman with seven 
children in Malaysia, it was a loan to 
start a sewing business that 
enabled her to feed her children. To 
North Koreans, it was an ambulance 
that equipped a hospital to be able 
to take care of them. To thousands 
of college students in almost every 
country in the world, it was the 
chance to study abroad, with all 
expenses paid, and learn their 
educational specialty up close and 
personal. Grants are also awarded 
to university teachers to teach in 
developing countries and for 
exchanges of business and 
professional people. 
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The Rotary Foundation had US$73 
million contributed in 2000-01. But, 
that’s not what The Rotary 
Foundation is all about. Its event-
filled 85 years has been a story of 
Rotarians learning the value of 
service to humanity, and the 
citizens of the earth benefiting from 
that service. The Humanitarian 
Programs of the foundation help 
fuel international Rotary projects to 
improve the quality of life, providing 
health care, clean water, food, 
education, and other essential 
needs primarily in the developing 
world.  
Rotary’s most famous humanitarian 
program is Polio Plus, which seeks 
to eradicate the polio virus world 
wide. You can read about the Rotary 
Foundation on our website at 
www.rotaryhistoryfellowship.org/fo
undation. 
 
The impact of two World Wars 
during the first fifty-year history of 
Rotary made many leaders around 
the world think about how to settle 
international disputes without 
resorting to bloodshed. In this 
spirit, Rotary sponsored a 
conference in London during 
November 1943, with ministers of 
education and observers from 
twenty-one governments many in 
exile in London) for the purpose of 
starting an organization for 
international educational and 
cultural exchange after the 
conclusion of the war. Later that 
same year, they started to lay plans 
for what later became UNESCO and 
two years later evolved into the 
United Nations.  
 
Rotary participated in the United 
Nations Charter Conference in San 
Francisco 1945. Twelve prominent 
Rotarians influenced the humane 
aspects of the United Nations 
Charter. Participating Rotarians in 
San Francisco helped to re-write the 

preamble (We the peoples rather 
than we the states) and articles on 
ECOSOC.   
 
Rotary International was granted 
consultative status at the United 
Nations and through the 60 years of 
the United Nations existence, 
prominent Rotarians have served as 
observers at various important 
meetings. The main role, which has 
been exercised with great 
effectiveness, has been to 
disseminate information around the 
world about the United Nations. 
You can read about Rotary and the 
United Nations on our Rotary Global 
History website at 
www.rotaryhistoryfellowship.org/his
tory/history/un/story.htm 
 

	
� � � 	 � �� � � � 	 � � � � 	 
 � �� � 	
You may remember the old Jewish 
Catskill comics of Vaudeville days, viz., 
Shecky Green, Red Buttons, Dotie Fields, 
Milton Berle, Henny Youngman, and 
others? You've probably heard of them 
before, but don't you miss their  
humour? Not one single swear word in 
their comedy. 
 
 
There was a beautiful young woman 
knocking on my hotel room door all night! 
I finally had to let her out.  

A car hit an elderly Jewish man. The 
paramedic says, "Are you comfortable?" 
The man says, "I make a good living."  
 
 
I just got back from a pleasure trip. I took 
my mother-in-law to the airport.  
 
 
I've been in love with the same woman for 
49 years. If my wife ever finds out, she'll 
kill me!  
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What are three words a woman never 
wants to hear when she's making love? 
"Honey, I'm home!"  
 
 
Someone stole all my credit cards, but I 
won't be reporting it. The thief spends less 
than my wife did.  
 
We always hold hands. If I let go, she 
shops.  
 
 
My wife and I went back to the hotel 
where we spent our wedding night, only 
this time I stayed in the bathroom and 
cried.  
 
 
My wife and I went to hotel where we got 
a waterbed. My wife called it the Dead 
Sea.  
 
 
She was at the beauty shop for two hours. 
That was only for the estimate. She got a 
mudpack and looked great for two days. 
Then the mud fell off.  
 
 
I was just in London - there is a 6-hour 
time difference. I'm still confused. When I 
go to dinner, I feel sexy. When I go to 
bed, I feel hungry.  
 
 
The doctor gave a man six months to live. 
The man couldn't pay his bill, so the 
doctor gave him another six months.  
 
 
The Doctor called Mrs. Cohen saying, 
"Mrs. Cohen, your check came back." 
Mrs. Cohen answered, "So did my 
arthritis!"  
 
 
Doctor: "You'll live to be 60!" Patient: "I 
AM 60!" Doctor: "See! What did I tell 
you?"  
 
 

A doctor has a stethoscope up to a man's 
chest. The man asks, "Doc, how do I 
stand?" The doctor says, "That's what 
puzzles me!"  
 
 
Doctor says to a man, "You're pregnant!" 
The man says, "How does a man get 
pregnant?" The doctor says, "The usual 
way. A little wine, a little dinner, you 
know?"  
 
 
Patient: "I have a ringing in my ears." 
Doctor: "Don't answer!"  
 
 
A drunk was in front of a judge. The judge 
says, "You've been brought here for 
drinking." The drunk says "Okay, let's get 
started."  
 
 
A bum asked a Jewish fellow, "Give me 
$10 till pay-day." The Jewish fellow 
responded, "When's pay-day?" The bum 
said, "I don't know! You're the one that's 
working!"  

 

Why do Jewish divorces cost so much? 
They're worth it.  
Why do Jewish men die before their 
wives? They want to.  
 
 
I wish my brother would learn a trade, so I 
would know what kind of work he's out 
of.  
 
 
Live well, Laugh often, & Love with all of 
your heart! 

 

I  like the last one - Ed – Trish what 
ever you do, keep away from the 
Christmas Crackers. 
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