
  

� � � � � �� � 	�� 	� 
 � �
 � 	 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
	

 
Editors Comments. 

 
 
 
 

Presidents Message 
 

April has proved to be very busy for 
Sue & I with baby-sitting for our respective 
granddaughters in Surrey and Rutland - very 
satisfying, but always a sense of relief when 
they are returned to their parents - I'm sure 
that you know the feeling!! 

The first meeting this month (lunch) 
was a presentation by Dennis Tallon on the 
workings of the Iceni Partnership. I certainly 
learned a lot, especially the knowledge 
required to tap into the many funding sources 
available to towns such as Swaffham. 
Although the three main projects (Community 
Centre, Assembly Rooms refurbishment & the 
Town Centre improvements) are now 
complete there are many other areas where 
funding could be obtained to benefit the town. 

With Easter Monday being a day off !, 
our next meeting was the Business Meeting on 
16th. Unfortunately, (for Simon) the entire top 
table ! was still recovering from the RIBI 
Conference in Bournemouth and Simon was 
left to Chair the meeting.  By all accounts he 
controlled you all very well indeed. 

This brings me to the Bournemouth 
Conference, my second RIBI Conference,  
what a wonderful experience. The standard of 
the speakers which Rotary attracts are of the 
highest calibre. For a more detailed account of 
the week-end please log on to the Club Web-
site. If you haven't already participated in a 
RIBI Conference I would strongly recommend 
that you go to one - next year's is to be in 
Blackpool. 

The meeting of 23rd took the form of a 
celebration of St George. Those of us who 
don't recognise him as our Patron Saint !! still 
had a thoroughly enjoyable evening - thank 

you Simon for all your hard work in arranging 
everything so well. 

Next came the 30th Anniversary of the 
twinning of Swaffham with Rue - Baie de 
Somme. Firstly may I thank David & Sarah on 
your behalf, for all the hard work, which they 
both put in over several months, to make the 
week-end such a huge success. All of our 
visitors seemed to thoroughly enjoy their short 
time with us and we have been cordially 
invited to visit Rue next year. The final event 
was the farewell at Mike & Jane’s which was 
attended by a strong representation of Club 
members. Our thanks go to Mike & Jane for 
allowing us the use of their lovely gardens and 
kitchen. Thanks must also go to the many of 
our partners who helped with the catering at 
both the welcome and farewell events. 

Our final meeting of the month was a 
talk by Rev. Kit Chalcraft entitled ‘Religion in 
Today’s World’ – very thought provoking & 
enjoyable. 
 
and finally: -  
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  “ Paddy! Where are you?”  
  “ In heaven,”  replies Paddy. “ I have some really 
good news and a little bad news.”  
  “Tell me the good news first,”  says Mick. 
  “The good news,”  Paddy says, “ is that there's 
football in heaven. Better yet, all of our old friends 
who died before us are here, too. Better than that, 
we're all young again. Better still, it's always spring 
time and it never rains or snows. And best of all, 
we can play football all we want, and we never get 
tired.”  
  “That's fantastic,”  says Mick. "It's beyond my 
wildest dreams! So what's the bad news?”  
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Yours in Rotary, 
� � � � �

�
CLUB SERVICE COMMITTEE. 

  
Propgramme for May is as follows:- 
  
May 7th -  Bank Holiday - No Meeting 
  
May 8th -  Club Council, the George 7.30 pm 
  
May 14th -  Duty Member Tony Hopping  
AGM/ Business/ Club Assembly 
  
May 21st  -  Duty Member David Impey  
John Cushing - Thursford. Very suitable for 
Partners and Friends.  
 
May 29th - Spring Bank Holiday - No Meeting  
May 14th is the AGM and Club Assembly. 
Probably the most important meeting of the 
year. Please make every effort to attend.  
 

We are lucky to have secured John 
Cushing to speak on May 21st, so please try 
to make sure that we have a good attendance. 
Parties of Partners and Friends will be very 
welcome.  
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU BOOK 
ANY EXTRA MEALS WITH THE GEORGE. 
  

Thank you all for joining in the St 
GeoergeÁs Day meeting. The red and white 
exhibited was most impressive !! 
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Club Secretary’s Report 
 
 
Correspondence received in Apr il 2007 
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I t’ s all in the Blue File! 
 
___________________________ 
 
Distr ict Assembly Meeting 
Saturday 26th Apr il 
This came at the same time as the Rue 
visit, but five members were able to attend. 
Simon T, Chris V, Nigel C, Denis B and 
Dorothy P-H. 
The opening address was by the in coming 
DGE Duncan Howlett who outlined his 
ideas for the next year and emphasised 
continuity as a theme. 
He was followed by a rather brief lecture 
on internal and external Communication. 
Again telling us how we should manage 
the Club communication process …..! 
A young lady from EACH gave a very 
moving address about the East Anglian 
Childrens Hospice and the need for funds. 
Much of the local authority funding has 
been withdrawn particularly from the 
Quidenham Hospice. They do a wonderful 
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job in very difficult circumstances and 
need all the help we can give. 
Something we should consider?? 
 
Each of us then disappeared to our own 
seminars and did not meet again until the 
end of the morning. 
 
I  think we all considered it worthwhile – 
just? 
_____________________________ 
 
RIBI  Conference 
Bournemouth 2007 
Three days is a very short time, so eight 
members and partners did not find the time 
difficult to fill at the 2007 RIBI 
Conference in sunny Bournemouth! 
 
President Alan and members Colin E, 
Denis B, Simon T, Malcolm W, , Dorothy 
P-H, and Lawrie G with partners enjoyed a 
full and very successful conference. It was 
also great to meet Mike Lucas in 
Bournemouth who knows the town and is 
likely to move there soon? 
 
Highlights included a Classic Car Rally, a 
fly-past, a record breaking Kite Flying 
Competition by Rotaract, Maori Dances, 
Banner display, Postage Stamp display, a 
very well presented House of Friendship, 
well organised conference venue, an 
appearance on BBC News 24 live 
television AND many excellent speakers. 
 
Of the speakers I will only pick out the 
ones that particularly stood out for many 
of us.  
  
RI President Bill Boyd - a very quiet, 
dedicated and intense man with a very 
relaxed style. 
Julian Fellowes, actor, writer, producer 
and dedicated fund raiser for Cancer 
charities who was presented with a Paul 
Harris Fellowsip for his tireless work for 
charity. 
Chris Moon, a mine field victim and a 
replacement speaker for Heather Mills.  A 
very, very good replacement! 

Inner Wheel President Phyl Fennelly - a 
very funny, but dedicated lady from 
Dublin. 
 
There where many more outstanding 
presentations from the Interact members, 
Foundation Scholars, other charities, RI 
and RIBI leaders, Andrew Neil for 
Barnardos, Ken Behring of the Wheelchair 
Foundation and the US Ambassador ( not a 
great speaker I must say - too 
much political comment).  
 
However our outstanding memory will be 
the speech by the incoming RIBI President 
Alan Jagger - he was excellent. Extremely 
funny and at the same time with a right 
amount of serious comment. The video 
based on the 'Hovis Advert' pushing the 
trade bike up the hill, flat cap and all, was 
so funny! 
We were not looking forward to Blackpool 
next year - but after that speech we may, 
just may, have changed our minds. 
  
On top of all that Swaffham members also 
had a great time in local restaurants - of 
course - see the photos on the website! 
  
A great time was had by all - may be more 
members can join us next year?  
More senior members have “been there, 
done it and received the tee shirt”  many 
times! But for the new and less 
adventurous members – it really is worth 
going to the RIBI Conference at least once 
…. And like us you may then get hooked! 
_________________________ 
 
The Family of Rotary 
 
Why not add to the Family of Rotary 
section in the newsletter  with family 
events, bir thdays, anniversar ies etc? 
 
The Family of Rotary was very well 
emphasised over the Twinning weekend – 
hosting, dinner parties, social events, trips 
out etc.  This weekend demonstrates the 
International Family of Rotary at its best – 
friendships and fellowship. 
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Website 
www.swaffhamrotary.org.uk 
 

Various items have been 
added recently and the 
photos of the conference 
are on view. 
 

Perhaps the committee chair persons could 
add reports and some items to the website.  
The website is continually up dated by 
Ellen Vardy – many thanks. So either tell 
me or Ellen and it can be added.  
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( Denis you have one very comprehensive 
reply to the questions you posed in the April  
edition. See below – Ed.) 
�
Discover more about…? 
This month    Alan Henry – Club President 
 
What was you first car? 
A Standard Eight (1961) NZ 9900 which I 
bought from my sister for the king’s ransom of 
£300! 
I took it to France & Spain camping with my 
fiancé. The cylinder head gasket blew in 
France, I had to fit two new tyres as the old 
ones didn’t like Spanish heat & finally the big 
end decided to leave the cylinder block whilst 
outside Toledo. Needless to say we had to get 
home by train – thank goodness for AA 
insurance! 
 
Favourite Music ? 
I enjoy Big Band Jazz, Van Morrison, certain 
classical (more popular works) & current Jazz 
singers (Diana Krall, Jamie Cullen, in fact 
Michael Parkinson type music). 
 
Favourite Food ? 
Italian, most Indian & Chinese – however a 
good steak (Impsons) is hard to beat. 
 
Favourite Restaurants ? 
Locally – Spread Eagle, Victoria at Holkham – 
London – Joe Allen’s 
 
Favourite Places ? 
The Strand (Portstewart – my home town with 
the best beach in the world!!), Blakeney, Lake 
District 
. 
Favourite Holiday Destinations ? 
Kalkan (Turkey), Callella de Pallafrugel 
(Spain), USA, France 
 
Hobbies ? 
Caravanning, DIY, Computing 
 
People I would like to  meet (or to have met) ? 
Nelson Mandela, Louis Armstrong, Margaret 
Thatcher 
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Likes & Dislikes about Swaffham ? 
Likes – Atmosphere at Saturday Market, 
Compact Town Centre, Town Improvements 
Dislikes - Lack of better quality Restaurants & 
Shops, poor access to railways. 
 

Regards, 
� � � � �

����
 

Foundation Committee 
 
 

Please make sure that you have a diary note 
for The Foundation Barbeque on Sunday 
29th. July at Mike and Jane Cornwell's. If you 
can bring a party and fill a table with 10 people 
that would be great news. 
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R.I. News 
 

Fanning the Winds of Peace in I raq –  
Miho Kishitani was just 25 years old when 

she first went to Iraq. In 2005 she received a 
Master’s Degree  in Conflict Resolution from the 
University of  Bradford as part of the Rotary 
Foundation’s Peace Programme. 

She believes to truly achieve peace ,world 
leaders and workers in Non Government 
Organisations must spend time “  where people are 
struggling to survive because of a lack of peace.”  
From 2000 to 2003 she was the sole, full time 
Japanese worker in the Kurdish Autonomous Zone 
in northern Iraq. She returned to Iraq in 2005. 

 
Polio –  
 Bill Boyd reported to the recent R.I.B.I 
conference that there are now only four remaining 
areas where polio has not been eradicated.  
They are : - Nigeria, India (in the state of Uttar 
Pradesh), Afganistan and Pakistan (in the border 
area between the two countries where the fight 
against the Taliban is making it very difficult to 
administer the vaccine) 
 
Wor ld Community Service – 
 Allows you to lend a helping hand while 
developing a relationship with a club in another 
country. To start, find a project to support on the 
WCS Projects Exchange (available at 
www.rotary.org). This online, searchable 
database features over 350 Rotary club and district 
projects world wide in need of funding, volunteers, 
donated goods, or partners for a Matching Grant 
through The Rotary Foundation. To make 

contribution fill out the WCS Remittance Form 
(downloadable at www.rotary.org) and send it 
today ! 
 

R.I.B.I. News 
 

R.I .B.I . President 2009/2010 –  
 At the Bournemouth Conference it was 
announced that David Fowler has been successful. 
He will be organising Alan Jagger’s R.I.B.I. 
conference at Blackpool in April 2008 and the 
following conference for Ian Thompson who is to 
be president after Alan Jagger. 
 
Note: there was an amusing introduction to the 
R.I.B.I.conference to be held in 2008. It started 
with a film of Yorkshire Airlines and finished with 
Jagger on the original Hovis bike riding down the 
Hovis cobbled street!!!  Some of us are already 
planning to support Alan next year at Blackpool. 
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