District 1080 RIBI No.1095

Twinned with — The Rotary Club of Rue Baie de Somme (France)

THE PEDLAR’S POST

Rotary International CENTENNIAL 1905 - 2005

President’s Letter

This has been another
interesting and varied month. It
began with Constable Partridge
teling us about Swaffham
community policing. He made a
strong case for Police Officers
being very much part of the
community they serve. Getting
very conversant with the area
and the people in it — but it looks
as though his forthcoming
retirement will result in the
opposite happening. Apparently
due to Swaffham being a low
crime area.

The Club has been seeking an
opportunity for some time to
present David Gulliver, Chairman
of the Swaffham Hospital League
of Friends with a Rotary
Community Service Award. So it
gave us much pleasure following
David’s detailed account to the
Club of all that the Friends has
done

owdllIndIn uolldge mnospitdl we
were able to make the
presentation, which he so richly
deserves. It is a shame to learn
that although David is reaching
an age where he should be
planning to pass the
Chairmanship on to a younger
member of the League, he is
himself one of the youngest
members!

Also this month Bernie
Rappensberger gave us her “Life
& Work” talk. Bernie felt she only
had ten minutes worth to talk
about which was possibly due to
her not starting her career until
her daughter was older. Forty
minutes later we discovered
Bernie had already done more
for Swaffham than most people
do in their lifetime. It left us
wondering what she will achieve
with the second half of her life it
looks very promising.

It was very disappointing that so
few Club members could support
the President’s Night. Never the
less with our Partners & Guests,
forty-eight people attended what
turned out to be a very enjoyable



evening. With astute re arranging
by the Club Service committee
we also managed to break even.
The “Flying Chef’s” meal was
superb, the Speaker very
entertaining and amusing and
the Disco finely tuned to the
tastes and needs of the
banquetters. The gifts that Eve
personally selected foe each
Lady were very well received.
King’s Lynn Town Hall is a very
well restored venue and even the
weather was kind to us.

It is pleasing to note that the
Club Council acknowledged two
further applications for
membership. The information
meetings have taken place and
you will all have received the ‘ten
day’ letters. Before the end of the
March we can look forward to the
possibility of the Club being over
30 strong once more.

All in all a good month for the
Club and patrticularly for two of
it's members. It seems that Alan
Bunyan has finally found a
treatment, which is working well,
and Dermot Impson had a
successful operation from which
he is recovering splendidly. Good
to see them both back at the

Club

Enjoy your Rotary

Keith

Editors Jottings.

Alternative view

Every year, back Spring comes, with
nasty little birds, yapping their heads
off, and the ground all mucked up with
arbutus.

Dorothy Parker. Quoted Robert N.
Linscott, AN OMNIBUS OF
AMERICAN HUMOUR

In the Spring your lovely Chloe lightly
turns one mass of spots.

Ronald Searle and Timothy Sly, THE
TERROR OF ST TRINIANS.

Spring makes everything look filthy.
Katherine Whitehorn, Observer,
Wonder Shirkers 24 Feb 1980.

For myself I look forward to spring and
to observe nature’s rebirth as the days
lengthen and the temperature rises.

As usual we have a busy programme
of events for the last third of our Rotary
year.

This year we have a number of new
events, the firstis —a FASHION
Show in association with NEW LOOK
Retailers Ltd — Thursday 6 April at the
Assembly Rooms Swaffham — tickets
£5.00 - available from Steve Ward,
Ceres, Barclays, Premier & William H
Brown. The event replaces the Big
Band evening and we are hoping for a
similar success but with a different
audience. Please do your very best to
sell tickets

Another is — a Race Night — Friday 5
May at Lydney House — please put this
in your diary now — more details later.

Later that month — a Car Treasure
Hunt — Sunday 21 May — again more
details later.

This is without the normal programme
which includes the RIBI Conference
and French Twinning.

Goodness we do keep busy.
ED

PROGRAMME

Ed — Please find a copy of the March &
April programme below

March 6 L Frugal Lunch
March 13 E Ambassadorial
Scholars



March 14 E Club Council
March22 E District Council
March 27 E Social Evening
April 3 L TBA

April 6 E Fashion Show

April7-9 W/E French Twinning

April 10 E Arial Archaeology
April 17 E No Meeting
April 18 E Club Council

April 21 =23 W/E RIBI Conference

April 24 E Business Meeting
Please note that the timings for the
meeting on 13™ March —
‘Ambassadorial Scholars’ will be
7.30pm for 8.00pm instead of our
usual times

This is due to the Hotel having another
function, which will not finish until
7.30pm

NB
The Meetings on March 13 & April 10
are WITH PARTNERS

The Car Treasure Hunt has been re
scheduled for Sunday May 21.

Apart from the programme the only
thing | would wish to plug is the 2007
President’s Night which has been
booked for the Assembly Rooms for
Saturday 24" February — please put
this date in your diaries as | would
wish have for a record (in recent
years!!) turn-out to celebrate our return
to Swaffham for this event.

ALAN

Denis Bishop Secretary
Report from Club Council Meeting

Six members in attendance
Robin and Simon on hols, Tony in
Yorkshire (not on holiday), Colin had
car problems and Nigel in bed with a
cold.
1. President home address
confirmed
Yew Tree Lodge
School Road
Holme Hale
Thetford, Norfolk, IP25 7DW
01760 447459

2. Two Applications for
Membership received.

It was agreed that an additional
meeting of the Club Service
Committee acting in its role as
Membership Sub-Committee
would meet at 6.45pm on
Monday 20"™ February 2006 to
consider these applications in
accordance with the standard
procedure.

Information meetings have been
organised for Monday 27"
February at 6 p.m.

3. Correspondence is in the Club
Correspondence file for all
members to see. This includes;

a. Swaffham Hospital Golf
Day

b. Blood
Campaign

c. RI Convention —
Malmo/Copenhagen

d. Mercy Ships and Hearing
Dog leaflets

e. Rl Foundation - Will
Service

f. Rotaract News Letter

Pressure



g. RI Convention info
h. RIBI Golf Championship
I. Re-cycling Mobile phones

j. 1080 Youth Activities
k. Democracy
Questionnaire

4. President and President Elect
express there disappointment
that so few members where
attending the Presidents Night
on the 24 Feb 06

5. Robin Rayner away on holiday
for three meetings

6. Committee Chairman will report
on committee actions

7. Community Service to ask the
Club to agree to a donation to
Homestart towards a computer
for an MS patient.

8. DONM is Tuesday 14™ March
2006 at 7.30pm

SPECIAL OCCASIONS TO
CELEBRATE.

If you and your family would like to
have your birthday, anniversary or

other special occasion mentioned in
the Pedlars Post - tell the Secretary

LIGHT RELIEF
CORNER
An economist joke?

Man walking along a road in the
countryside comes across a shepherd and
a huge flock of sheep.

He tells the shepherd, "I will bet you £100
against one of your sheep that | can tell

you the exact number in this flock." The
shepherd thinks it over; it's a big flock so
he takes the bet.

"973," says the man. The shepherd is
astonished, because that is exactly right.
Says "OK, I'm a man of my word, take an
animal." Man picks one up and begins to
walk away.

"Wait," cries the shepherd, "Let me have a
chance to get even. Double or nothing that
| can guess your exact occupation.”" Man
says sure.

"You are an economist for a government
think tank," says the shepherd. "Amazing!"
responds the man, "You are exactly right!
But tell me, how did you deduce that?"

"Well," says the shepherd, "put down my
dog and I will tell you."

Quote(s) of the Month

“There is nothing like returning to a
place that remains unchanged to find
the ways in which you yourself have
altered. ©

Nelson Mandela ‘A Long Walk to
Freedom
(1918 - )

Also from Alan “President Elect"
Harvard test

This was developed as an age test by
an R&D department at Harvard
University.

Take your time and see if you can read
each line aloud without a mistake.



The average person over 40 years of
age can't do it!

. This is this cat

. This is is cat

. This is how cat

. This is to cat

. This is keep cat

. This is an cat

. This is old cat

. This is fart cat
This is busy cat

10. This is for cat

11. This is forty cat

12. This is seconds cat
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Now go back and read aloud the third
word in each line from the top down
and I betcha you can't resist passing it
on.

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
AWARD

Rotary International promotes the
awarding of a Community and
Vocational Service Awards to
members of the local community in
recognition of outstanding service to
the community. This award is
considered, by Rotary, to be a very
prestigious and is only awarded to
those who have carried out acts
beyond and above what would
normally be accepted and have
stimulated change within the local
community.

The Rotary Club of Swaffham have
never made such an award but
decided that David Gulliver, Chairman
of the League of Friends of the
Swaffham Community Hospital, was
someone who met all the criteria for
this Award.

At a meeting of the Club on 13th
February, the President of the Rotary
Club of Swaffham, Keith Robinson,
presented a certificate to David
Gulliver in recognition of his many

years’ service to the Community
Hospital.

In David's ten years as Chairman, the
League of Friends has raised in
excess of £220,000 for the benefit of
the Hospital.

In his address to the Club, David
outlined the history of Leagues of
Friends and in particular the role,
which the Swaffham Branch had
played in obtaining additional finance
to that, provided by the NHS for the
efficient running of the Hospital.

An appeal has just been launched to
purchase a new x-ray machine, at a
cost of £45,000, to replace the present
machine, which is nearing the end of
its life

A copy of the Press Release sent
out by Alan Henry

A few changes of addresses etc: -
Bernie Rappensberger new home
address: -

Oak House

13 Temple Road

Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP14 1AX

01449 674437

Sue & Malcolm’s new email
address: -

Susanmalcolmwhittley @tiscali.co.uk
Neville Robinson’s new email
address: -

Neville.robinsin @uwclub.net

An update on Malcolm’s progress
within the RIBI hierarchy

RIBI Selection Advisory Committee

Following Malcolm's successful
election for this post from District, he
was then honoured to be selected by
General Council to sit on the panel of
eight Rotarians to select the RIBI



President and Treasurer for the year
08/09 (Following Alan Jagger).

The committee had 6 candidates and
chose PDG lan Thompson (District
1100) as RIBI President and Howard
Griffiths PDG District 1150 as
Treasurer - Howard was one of the
Pilgrim Governors in year 03/04.
Malcolm feels that lan is a Scotsman
who will bring a quiet authority to the
post after the anticipated excitement of
the year under Alan.

From Neville

On the 29" of March it will be 30 years
to the day sincethefirst visitorsof the
Rue Club came to Swaffham. They were
J Claude Triboulet and Betty. Michel
Houdas and Francine and Eugene
Belhouart and Pierre Delbove.

ROTARY KIDSOUT

Rotary Kids out day is on 14™ June 2006.
The 2005 event was the best yet; 27,000
Kids were taken out for the day.

The Kids Out charity promises wonderful
support and for 2006 it has, once again,
agreed to provide financial support to the
tune of £5 for each participating child.
Each June disabled and deprived children
have the time of their lives. Thousands of
Rotarians and their helpers make it
happen and give unstintingly of their time
to make it happen.

Sadly though for every Child involved
there are hundreds who simply are not
given the chance because of back of
participating clubs.

This year the Svaffham Vocational
Committee is asking the Club to support
the 1080-day.

More details |ater.

Malcolm Whittley

Chair, Voc, Committee

Rotary Club of Swaffham

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Rtn. Nigel Chambers, Offord Cottage, Sporle
Road, Little Dunham Norfolk, PE32 2DG
01760 722351

E-mail

This edition produced on Microsoft Word. All
Newsletters are available on the Club Website
in Word and PDF format and can be
downloaded.

www.swaffhamrotay.org.uk

Next edition due approx. 31 March 2006.
Views that may be expressed in this Newsletter are
not necessarily the views of the Club Council or its
Comm




