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This month's picks are:  
 
The mesmorising industrious clock 
http://www.lares.dti.ne.jp/~yugo/storag
e/monocrafts_ver3/03/  
 
Hubble Images - Looking out from our 
world 
http://hubblesite.org/gallery/wallpaper/  
 
Microscope Images - Looking in at our 
world 
http://www.nikonsmallworld.com/galler
y2004/  
 
The US Constitution 
http://www.law.emory.edu/FEDERAL/u
sconst.html  
 
Catch the rabbit - then shake him off 
http://andrius.esu.lt/10/go2.htm  
 
Share your links with the world 
http://del.icio.us/ 
 
Thanks Chris 
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On March 13th I travelled to Belarus for a 
week to return our little guest ‘Natasha’  to 
her family and to look at more ways to 
help children in Belarus. 
 
As always my ‘ fixer’  in Belarus was Alex 
who has now visited our Club on several 
occasions.  I spent time in Minsk (the 
capital city) and in Bobruisk. 
 
Belarus is experiencing a very late winter 
and throughout my stay there was thick 
snow everywhere with more falling on 
most days.  The temperature rarely 
managed to exceed zero degrees and was 
sometimes a low as minus 10 C … in the 
day! 
 
In Bobruisk I  visited the Children’s 
Hospital and saw the ECG machine that 
our Club and our twin Club in Rue 
donated last year.  The Director and staff 
of the Hospital send their grateful thanks 
to Rotary.  The existing ECG machine is 
over fifteen years old and more suited to a 
museum than a hospital.  There are many 
advantages with the new machine, one of 
them being that it does not frighten the 
children because it does not make awful 
noises like the old one!   I  am told that 
children with heart problems are quite 
common so the machine is invaluable. 
 
From the charity fund that Tina and I hold 
I was able to purchase the Hospital a new 
cooker, refrigerator and water boiler for 
their kitchen to replace the ancient ones 
that they have been using for many years.  
I also purchased some small items of 
medical equipment and two VCR’s, one 
for the children so they can watch films 
and cartoons during their stay and one for 
staff and mothers to watch instructional 
videos. 
 
In Bobruisk I also visited a Children’s 
Rehabilitation Centre and Summer Camp 

and made small cash donations for the 
purchase of play equipment. 
 

I was also used as a teaching ‘ resource’  for 
English students and teachers at School No 
20 (no names, just numbers!) 
 

In Bobruisk the snow did melt a little on 
some days which meant the roads were 
like rivers and the driver could not see the 
pot holes as they were submerged!  
Driving became even more of a challenge! 
 

I was unable to attend a meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Minsk on the first Monday 
but on the Saturday I caught up with the 
Club President, Vladimir Rubezhansky, 
and had an enjoyable meeting over 
‘afternoon tea’  with his Executive 
Secretary, Violetta Tumaschik, in the Club 
Office. 
 

The Rotary Club of Minsk was the first in 
Belarus, being chartered in 1994.  There 
are only three other Clubs in the country 
though.  It was fascinating to learn how 
Rotary operates in a country where the 
voice of democracy has yet to be heard. 
 

The President of the Rotary Club of Minsk 
sends the greetings of his members to our 
Club and all our friends in Belarus who 
have visited our Club send their best 
wishes. 
 

On the 26th April this year nineteen years 
will have passed since the Chernobyl 
disaster.  I am reminded on my travels that 
the world may recover from natural 
disasters in a relatively short time span, 
but this curse of radiation which you 
cannot see, cannot touch, cannot feel and 
cannot taste will blight this land for many 
generations to come. 
 

It is a humble experience in this oppressed 
and tainted country to witness the 
wonderful hospitality of the people shining 
through. 
Dick C 
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