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President’s L etter —

Having had the wettest May for
many years, | would rather June did
not make up for it by being the driest
for many years. Not that the weather
had any bearing on the success of the
Race Night held at the Lydney House
Hotel on Friday 5". The first time the
races were all electronically projected.
The meal was excellent home cooked
sausage casseroles provided by the
ladies. Add to that over £800 raised for
foundation and you have a very
successful evening. Congratulations to
Tony and his team.

We continued the horse theme
on the next evening event. Despite the
evening being cloudy there was no
rain when we visited the Sandringham
stud. My Sister’s hobby is “horsing” so
| am aware that stud fees and the cost
of foals are much the same as stud
fees and puppy prices in the dog
world. Of course mares have only one
foal whereas bitches average six or
seven puppies and do not cost nearly
as much to feed, house or get the vet
to. | had no idea that racehorses were
in such a totally different league, their
costs are a thousand times more! No
wonder they are so molly coddled.
With mares worth hundreds of
thousands of pounds and a good
stallion, a million or more it is no hobby
for the faint hearted. A fascinating visit
followed by a very good meal at the

Colin.

Our last social event for the
month was the International
Committee’s treasure hunt. Robin and
Diana laid out a very
Interesting course, no distance from
Swaffham but along roads and through
villages not normally frequented by
most of us (except Malcolm who it
seems, has worked on houses and
other buildings throughout the entire
county). The event was suitably
rounded off by a generous buffet meal
at The Windmill, Great Cressingham,
where we learnt that we had all been
winners, some more than others! A
very enjoyable, if rainy, Sunday
afternoon out, thanks very much to
Robin and Diana.

We finished the month with a
truly endearing meeting with a lady
and her dog, Scampy. While | was
working, we used to call jobs which
lost money, dogs. We all know that
ladies who bicker among themselves
are bitches and of course, very
unwholesome blokes are filthy curs.
Yet every one knows that man’s best
friend is a dog. Dogs have long
guarded and herded our domestic
animals, raced for us, shot with us and
have been the eyes for blind people
and just been our companions. This
evening we saw how a charming little
scrap of a dog could be the Ears for a
lady who had lost her self-confidence
through becoming profoundly deaf. We
experienced how he had made it



possible for this lady to speak to us of
her disability so confidently, that you
would not realise that she was deaf if
she had not told us.

A very rewarding evening,

about a very worthy activity which
needs our financial support.
As the rotary year comes to its end we
can look back and note that we have
increased our membership despite
loosing some members. Every month
we have had many and varied social
events enhancing our fellowship and
entertaining the local people. We have
also raised a lot of money to help local
people and those who have suffered in
the disasters that have beset the world
since Christmas. | believe that we
have done well this Rotary Year and
that we are in good shape to build on
our achievements in the next rotary
year.

| am sure that you have enjoyed your
Rotary, lets do it again next year.

Keith

Editors Jottings.

| have very much enjoyed putting the
‘Pedlars Post’ together over the last
year and now hand over to almost PP
Keith.

Please, please continue to use the
monthly newsletter to keep all the
members up to date whether as a
committee chairman or ordinary
Rotarian (if there is such a thing),
Non of us have one hundred percent
attendance and the Post gives you the
opportunity to keep everyone up to
date.

ED
Club Service/Alan Henry

As the 2005/6 Rotary Year draws to a
close there are only (at the time of

writing) two meeting left — Club
Assembly on 19" June and Handover
on 26" June. I look forward to a good
turnout of members & partners on the
26™ where Keith will be handing over
the Chain of Office to yours truly!

| must at this stage thank the members
of the Club Service committee for their
support and hard work during the past
year for without this help we would not
have had such a varied selection of
speakers & visits as we enjoyed. |
would wish to make special mention of
all Neville’s hard work in sourcing the
majority of our speakers.

| know that Simon has already
finalised speakers & visits for the first
three months of the next year — all to
be revealed at Club Assembly.

Finally may | take this opportunity, on
behalf of the Club, to sincerely thank
Ellen Vardy for all her hard work in
acting as the Club’s webmaster — |
trust that all members are now familiar
with the website — it really is a fount of
information.

Alan

PS

A visit to RAF Lakenheath has been
arranged for Monday 31° July. A
coach will leave Waitrose at 09.45,
arriving at Lakenheath at 10.30.

| have asked for an aircraft inspection
— sorry no flights! — visit to Control
Tower, etc, etc. Lunch will be provided
at a cost of £7 + coach hire. | am not
sure yet of departure but it will be mid
to late afternoon.

If you are interested — initially Club
members only as we are restricted to
30 in total — please confirm your
interest & let me have the information
requested as soon as possible. There
is a Board going round the meetings.

From Chris Parsons _ ‘Times they
are a changing’ —what do you
think?



You will recall that at the AGM | voiced
the view that times are changing and
the long standing format of fixing
evenings to be @ith partnersCeven
that terminology has had to change
since I®@e been in the club) is now out
of date.

In particular it means that we have to
apologise for @artners@not attending
even though they are not members of
the club, nor ever expressed an
interest in the particular item. Worse, if
one forgets to do so there is a financial
penalty.

The problem is also one of choice.
Who feels they have the right to
choose which meetings the club is
having that will interest my @artner©
The decision, as it stands, appears to
be entirely arbitrary and once made
requires a member to involve their
partner in co-ordination of diaries and
the like. The problem of finding an item
in the programme that will universally
appeal to all @artners@s aggravated
by the wide ranging age difference and
gender of our partners, and | don®
believe there has been a successful or
significant endorsement of any of
those recent meetings. | also feel that
for those members who do not have
partners, or those members whose
partners are often busy elsewhere, feel
separated or worse, segregated, on
those evenings so designated.

Having said all of that there are times
when our programme may have
included an item which would be of
interest to my partner, but it has not
been designated accordingly. | know
that | can bring a guest to any of our
meetings other than business
meetings and this leads me to suggest
that perhaps we should abandon the
idea of specifically designating any
meetings as @ith partners©Instead we
should indicate in the programme
those meetings that would be suitable
to bring along guests, and we all know
that these guests may include our
partners. That way, should there be
something of interest to them they will

be free to come along. It would then be
incumbent upon the member to inform
the George of the additional guests,
which would require a positive action
rather than the current negative
requirement to apologise for someone
who is not a member in the first place.
| mentioned this at the AGM in order to
encourage debate and comment. The
feedback | have received to date has
been sparse but positive. | would
anticipate that the next step will be to
formally propose a motion at a
forthcoming business meeting, but |
would welcome any further feedback
before proceeding further.

Chris Parsons

Secretary’s Report for June
2006
Denis Bishop

Club Council met on 9™ May

2006

Minutes in the Minutes file available at
all meeting — if the Secretary is in
attendance!

District Council Report

The District Council met on the 7"
June 2006 at Mildenhall at 7.30pm
Those attending from the Swaffham
Club were President Keith, President
Elect Alan, Secretary Denis and PDG
Malcolm.

Venue: The Mildenhall Sauna - boy
was it HOT!

The meeting began with three

presentations
RYLA — Tim Chandler reviewed
the past RYLA events and
emphasized the benefits to the
young people involved. He also
stated that the numbers for the
event in September 2006 were
down and asked ALL clubs to
think again and put forward a



candidate for this excellent

award scheme.

USA Rotaract Exchange — the
Team Leader and two of the
girls involved in the exchange
gave a confident presentation
on the visit to California, the

for Officers and Committee
Members — The expenses for
District Officers, Committee
Chairmen, Committee Members
and other District appointees,
incurred on official District
Council business shall be met
from funds of the District_and

reception by the Rotary Clubs paid within _the quidelines

and the life changing issued by the District

experience. Executive. The words
underlined have been added to
the Standing Order.

GSE Team Visit to Argentina
— The Team Leader and two of

to the District Council a course
of action, which is contrary to
that recommended by the

OTHER BUSINESS

the all women team gave a full 3. RIBI President Bill Offer will be in
presentation of their month long the District 1080 on the 23 and 24
visit to Argentina and expressed August 2006. A full programme will
their thanks to 1080 for the follow.
opportunity of travel, vocational
visits and the making of 4. JAVA Disaster — The URGENT
friendships. need is for Cooking Stoves. A
donation of £10 per Club would
Business items cover the cost of the District
This did not start until 8.45pm donation to the RIBI request.
1. Finance Report available from the 5. District Conference in Cambridge
Secretary if required. promoted again.
2. The following amendment to
Standing Orders were proposed 6. Collections at TESCO nationwide
and carried by the meeting a. 24 25 June Whiz Kids
a. That each Club in 1080 be b. 29 30 September Barnardos
required annually to certify to
the District Treasurer that their 7. The Rotary Club of Sudbury is
accounts have been prepared, raising funds to build a hospital in
examined and presented to the Durgapur, India and requested any
Club in accordance with the support from other 1080 Clubs. A
standard RIBI Club By-Law. visit to India has already been
APPROVED made and contact with Rotary in
b. Add to Terms of Reference for India is good
the Finance Committee. Where
the District Executive proposes 8. AND FINALLY - the Marketing

Strategy was discussed and the
following points noted:-
a. The use of capital letters is

Finance Committee the District important

Council, will be informed of the b. A need for something — but

Finance Committees not this

recommendation. c. A plea from RIBI Editor

APPROVED Rodney Howell not to throw
c. Sanding Order 12g be it out - RIBI and all Clubs

amended as follows: Expenses

need to change to survive.



The re-branding is just one
of many initiatives that are
needed.

Do not like the colours

Badly presented by RIBI

Too much secrecy

No flexibility

Expensive to print e.g. large
blue wavy lines

Any Club comments in
writing to DG and he will
present at next General
Council Meeting

Se oo

9. Meeting closed at 9.45pm

Correspondence for the month (in the
Correspondence File)
Marketing Strategy from RIBI
Request for funds to attend
World Scout Jamboree
Java Earthquake
RIBI Monthly Mailing
Conference Report
Opportunities to Serve
Adopt a Minefield
Tsunami Poster
Rotaract Newsletter
Water Aid
Peace Fellowship
1080 Conference 2006
booking form etc

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0Oo

PLEASE USE THE FILE AT EACH
MEETING

Vocational Committee
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O K guys! | know you have all seen
this information at Club, but here®
your chance to lighten my
darkness!

| have issued 82 of these around
the District; thus far | have the
roundest possible numbers of
entries - O!

| don®@doubt that there will be a
rush coming up to the day, but
please, if you intend to drive, or
friends/family/colleagues intend to
drive please print off form/s and
send back to me filled in as soon as
possible.

Our Club will enter several (I hope)
teams and | can organise the make-
up of those over the next 7 - 10 days
but | need those extra entries, not
least to reassure the track that there
will be someone racing!

| would really appreciate your
responses as soon as you can
make them, Thanks, Alan

PS

| gather Bernie has mentioned the
help we will need with barbeque and
raffle; feel free to volunteer direct to
me so | know who is up for what!

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Rtn. Nigel Chambers, Offord Cottage, Sporle
Road, Little Dunham Norfolk, PE32 2DG
01760 722351

E-mail

This edition produced on Microsoft Word. All
Newsletters are available on the Club Website
in Word and PDF format and can be
downloaded.

www.swaffhamrotary.org.uk

Next edition due approx. 30 June 2006.

Views that may be expressed in this Newsletter are
not necessarily the views of the Clu




