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Editors Comments. 
 

Thank you, contributors 
for something different and for  
meeting my dead line. My 
apologies for not reaching 
your screens yesterday, but 
some emergency repair work 
was necessitated by Molsen, 
our dog (as opposed to bitch) 
when he joined the puppies by 
breaking through the puppy 
pen gate instead of waiting for 
it to be opened !!  

Next month, the first 
Monday is on 4th September, 
so contributions please by 
Friday the 1st . how about 
some unusual experiences, 
journeys or holidays ??? 

 
Kayar 
 
 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
  August for Rotary is Membership and 
Extension month. We in Swaffham are 
fortunate that we have inducted four 
new members in the past year. 
However we must not become 

complacent as inevitably there may be 
changes in the membership over the 
next year. The District Governor, in his 
August Newsletter, states that –  
 
   ‘  Membership traditionally comes by 
word of mouth, friend to friend and, of 
course, this should continue but I am 
convinced there are a number of qualified 
people who would love to join our 
organisation but who don’ t have a 
Rotarian contact. It is suggested that all 
clubs send in a report on a monthly basis 
to their local newspaper telling stories of 
their past month’s activities. Sooner or 
later the press will realise what a huge 
amount of work we are doing and will 
want to help us by publishing your articles. 
The upshot of this will be an increase in 
the number of enquiries from people 
wanting to join our ranks. Another way to 
increase your membership is almost 
certainly by increased activity in the 
community with service projects.’  
  
  This is good advice, especially 
recommending that we use the local press 
as much as possible – I am told that that 
the Lynn News are always receptive to 
news from Swaffham. 
 
In the past month we have had some 
memorable meetings and social 
events. Unfortunately the District Go-
Kart challenge had to be cancelled 
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due to lack of interest from other Clubs 
– it would be a pity to drop this event 
for future years so hopefully it may be 
possible to generate more interest for 
next year. 
  
  Mike Cornwell made us much more 
aware of the delights of Australia – no 
wonder Jane & he love the place so 
much.  
 

 
The Lakenheath visitors 

 

 
Malcolm testing a new way of  increasing 

foundation funds !!! 
  
   The visit to RAF Lakenheath on 31st 
July had been planned for many 
months and was well worth the wait! 
Our hosts were extremely courteous 
and we are now much better informed 
about the activities and way of life of 
the members of the USAF at RAF 
Lakenheath. 
 
Now for my monthly funny – 
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  Grandparents should be seen and not 
heard! – agree?? 
 
Can some one tell me the origin of 
‘ham’ in many of our local place names 
– Swaffham, Fincham, Dunham, 
Shouldham, Marham, Dereham, etc, 
etc? 
Regards, 
 
� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � ����
  
( Cheltenham is so named because it 
was the tiny Hamlet on the river Chelt, 
which still runs through or rather 
mostly under, the now large, town of 
Cheltenham ,on its way to the river 
Severn. There seems not to be a river 
Swaff or Finch or Dun so were these 
hamlets named after some other 
geographic feature?  Or is it all 
different here in the East ? – Ed. )  
 
 
From Club Service 
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August 7th    (L) -  Jim Kittle and Cruising 
 
August 14th  (E) -  Jo Antliff My Life-My       
Job 
August 15th   (7.30) - Club Council 
 
August 21st   (E) -     The Rt Hon Baroness 
Gillian Shephard  (Honorary Member) 
 
·  THIS MEETING IS AT THE 

CANARY &  LINNET, LITTLE  
FRANSHAM, (2 Courses &  Coffee 
£14.00) 7.00 for  7.30 pm 

·  PARTNERS &  GUESTS VERY 
WELCOME 

·  There is a Board circulating at Club 
Meetings. Please fill it in. 

·  PLEASE, A GOOD ATTENDANCE 
!! Br ing your  fr iends !! 

 
August 28th  - No Meeting – Bank Holiday 
 

� 
 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � �
	 
 � 
 � � �
September  11th -  A Guided Walk around 
Historic KingÁs Lynn 
·  Partners & Guests very welcome. It 

will start at 6.00 pm and take 2 hours. 
·   A meal will be arranged for 8.00 pm. 
·  More Details and a Board Later  
 
November  23rd (Thursday) -  Trip to 
Thursford Christmas Show. 
·  30 tickets only, £20.50 each. Board 

circulating. 
·  Payment by cheque to the Club will 

secure. We have to pay well in 
advance  

·   If there is enough support a meal will 
be arranged prior to the Show, which 
is at 7.00PM 

 
December  18th - Christmas Party 

 
February 24th -  PresidentÁs Night in the 
Assembly Rooms 
 
·  Please remember  to BOOK MEALS 

for  Extras 

·  � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � �� � 	� � � 	� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � �� �� � �� � � � � � �

 
Thank You for Calling !!! 

 
Simon Thair  

__________________________________ 
 

From our Secretary 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND EXTENSION 
MONTH 
 
As I sit to type this Newsletter I cannot 
help but reflect on the 9 club visits I have 
made during July together with a number 
of other activities and committee meetings 
and feel a warm glow of pride in what you 
are all doing in the community and 
overseas. It is, frankly quite astonishing 
but sadly not much is published in the 
media so the only ones to know about 
what you are doing is yourselves! 
Membership traditionally comes by word 
of mouth, friend to friend and, of course, 
this should continue but  I am convinced 
there are a number of qualified people who 
would love to join our organisation but 
who don’ t have a Rotarian contact. Do you 
remember the insert that the EDP included 
for us to celebrate our centenary? I am told 
by a few clubs that potential members are 
still making enquiries about joining so that 
publication had a small effect. It is 
suggested that all clubs send in a report on 
a monthly basis to their local newspaper 
telling stories of their past month’s 
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activities. Sooner or later the press will 
realise what a huge amount of work we are 
doing and will want to help us by 
publishing your articles. The upshot of this 
will be an increase in the number of 
enquiries from people wanting to join our 
ranks. Another way to increase your 
membership is almost certainly by 
increased activity in the community with 
service projects. The target for this year is 
one (net) new member per club. This 
equates to c32,000 new members world 
wide. Each one of you is responsible for 
proposing new members. Go on, give 
someone else the pleasures of Rotary that 
you have kept you as a member. 
 
Having found your new members don’ t 
leave them to fend for themselves! Find 
them a job to keep them occupied and 
interested. Invite them to your club council 
meetings so they can see the workings 
from the management side. Encourage 
them to take part in all activities. Ensure 
their first year or so is mentored so that 
they are quickly integrated into club life. 
 
DG OFFICIAL VISITS 
 
My official club visits are listed on the 
District web site but if your club has not 
yet fixed a date for me to visit please get in 
touch to make the arrangements via 
nigel.neville@onetel.net There are still a 
dozen or so clubs who have not responded 
to my request for a visit. 
 
YOUTH EXCHANGE 
 
I attended the Welcome session for the 
inbound students from District 5220. 
There are 11 young people from the area 
of Modesto, Stockton, Yosemite, just East 
of San Fransisco. Jane Andrews-Smith, 
our Youth Exchange Officer, has designed 
a really busy schedule for the visitors and I 
trust you were able to meet them when in 

your area. There is a Farewell BBQ on 
Sunday 30th July when we will wish them 
well for their return to California. 
 
RIBI  PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 
 
We are looking forward to the visit by 
RIBI President Peter Offer and his wife 
Janis on 23rd-24th August and hope that 
many of you will turn up at one of the 
planned visits near you.  Join us at the 
Tactile models outside Gt. St Mary’s 
church, Cambridge on 23rd at 10.00am or 
the Jubilee gardens in Ely to see the Ely 
Eel at 12.00noon followed by lunch at the 
Ely club. In the afternoon we visit the 
Founder’s Room at Duxford American Air 
Museum (3.00pm) then on to dinner at the 
Saffron Walden Club. On Thursday we 
visit the Fountain at the Mere in Diss at 
10.00am followed by lunch at the 
Broadlands club. In the afternoon we visit 
the Sailability Centre at Oulton Broad 
(3.00pm) followed by a view of the site 
and plans for the Gorleston bandstand and 
dinner at their club. We look forward to 
meeting as many of you as possible. 
 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE  
 
The Conference Director, PDG Ken 
Charles and I would be delighted to see as 
many of you as possible at the forthcoming 
Future Generations Conference in 
Cambridge from 29th September to 1st 
October. Details of this event appear in the 
current issue of 1080 News together with a 
Registration Form for returning by post. 
Your applications are eagerly awaited. We 
have a very full programme of Rotary 
related issues and alongside this, on 
Saturday, we are running an alternate 
programme aimed at partners where a 
more relaxing though informative and fun 
programme is planned. 
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RYLA 

 
We have one of the best organised RYLA 
schemes but it is dependent on you to 
submit candidates! The event is at the 
Grafham Water Centre from 2nd to 9th 
Sepember and places can be reserved via 
timchandler@btconnect.com We still have 
a few places left and would be delighted to 
welcome your candidates to this character 
enhancing event. 
 
WATER PROJECTS 
 
You will have gathered that I am very 
keen on promoting water projects 
anywhere in the world where it is in short 
supply. Several clubs have already taken 
up the challenge and some are hoping for 
Matching Grants. The President and one of 
the members of the RC of Diss flew down 
to Africa to find out where their water 
project would be most beneficial. That’s 
dedication for you! I wish them well. Mark 
Little and the District International 
Committee are working with clubs in 
Norwich to promote water projects on a 
joint partnership basis. Contact Mark if 
you would like his help to do this with 
other clubs in your area. Partnering can 
bring huge benefits especially in terms of 
income. 
 
PARTNERING 
 
On this theme of partnering I attended a 
Summer Ball organised by the “Super 
Seven”  clubs of North East Norfolk. It was 
attended by c 250 guests, including the 
Lord Mayor and Sheriff of Norwich and 
their partners plus TV personality Susie 
Fowler-Watt and her husband. The event 
raised a staggering c£4,500. Well done to 
all the clubs involved.  
 

My very best wishes to you all for a 
productive and fun year in Rotary 

Nigel Neville 
Distr ict Governor  2006-2007 

Check us out at www.rotary1080.org 

 
2005 – 2006 Workshop Report 
 
Please would Club President’s or 
Club Secretary’s ensure that all 
members have the opportunity of 
reading this report – the information 
is meant for all Rotarians, thank 
you. 
 
During the 2005-2006 Rotary Year I 
instigated, supported by now, District 
Governor Nigel Neville, Past Chairman 
of Training Michael Edwards, three 
workshops to discuss with groups of 
experienced Rotarians, the options for 
the future of District 1080. In particular 
who were the potential district leaders 
for the future. 
 
In a number of areas, District 1080 is 
one of the leading districts in RIBI.  
Our training at DOTS, PETS, and 
District Assembly, is second to none. 
Membership growth, particularly 
through extension, makes us one of 
only six districts that have had a net 
increase in membership over the past 
5-years. Our support for the Rotary 
Foundation increases Year on Year. 
 
So what are the challenges that were 
raised during the workshops ?!   The 
need for change if we are to attract 
potential Rotarians who are still in 
business. The full acceptance that we 
are now a dual-gender organisation; 



  

� � � � � �� � 	�� 	� 
 � �
 � 	 6 

with the knowledge that 52% of the 
population are female, and more 
females are entering the professions, 
and holding down senior appointments 
in business and industry. 
 
Concise and clear communication 
cascading from RI, RIBI, and District. 
The District Team ensuring all 
meetings, such as District Council 
Meetings, are meaningful and relevant.  
Greater use of the District Website as 
a tool for communicating with the 
clubs, with support for those clubs that 
may be experiencing some difficulties 
with the Internet and websites.  
 
We need to obtain agreement from all 
Rotarians to set up a database of 
talents and skills. We are missing out 
on considerable experience and 
knowledge when undertaking specific 
tasks. 
 
This results in re-inventing the wheel, 
or a less than professional job. This is 
particularly true in the areas of 
marketing Rotary, communication and 
PR; (this needs more financial input at 
district level, if we are to get our 
message across to the public), and 
ensuring we are bringing through the 
most effective leaders for the future. 
It is of concern to the three of us that 
many Rotarians with excellent 
leadership potential, say, “Not until I’m 
retired” ! If all the leaders are retired 
how can we hope to attract “Working 
Rotarians” !!   If the demand of being a 
district officer precludes those who are 
working, we have to look at the job 
specification.  As most of you know I 
am a working Rotarian, and so were 
many of my predecessors, and many 
other district officers at all levels. It 
requires planning and a degree of 
dedication. 

 

We are having increasing success with 
clubs working together in small groups. 
The “Sailability” project by the clubs in 
the Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft 
area. The “Super Seven” in North 
Norfolk. The four clubs in Cambridge 
support each other, and we must 
encourage this throughout the district. 
The Norwich Clubs working together to 
raise funds for the “Big-C”. As projects 
become more challenging, to achieve 
success, it will require the support of a 
number of clubs working together – 
there is a bonus for Rotarians – 
increased fellowship ! 
 
Clubs working together on 
membership drives, will be more 
effective, since you are offering the 
potential member a choice of meeting 
date, meeting time, type of programme 
- more formal, less formal, dual-gender 
! 
 
If we are to have continued success in 
projects such as RYLA, Youth 
Exchange, International projects, we 
need to be working as a district to 
achieve the economies of scale. The 
success of Tsunami was a perfect 
example. 
 
District Governor Nigel Neville is 
continuing this initiative, with the first 
workshop planned for Wednesday 
11th October. This is for those 
Rotarians who specifically wish to join 
the district team, this year, or 2006-07.  
The location will depend on your 
response, so please e-mail Nigel if you 
wish to be included, 
nigel.neville@onetel.net . Numbers at 
each workshop will be limited, so it will 
be on a first come, first served basis, 
with further workshops in the future 
according to demand. Joining the 
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district team will expand your Rotary 
horizons, and offer you excellent 
fellowship.  
 
 

Bill Redmayne, 
District Governor 2005/06 

 
 

 
 

From a Correspondent 
 

 
Nubia Mesquita, who was a member of 
the GSE Team from Brazil to 
Swaffham in May 2003 has since been 
inducted as a member of the Rotary 
Club of Recife in Northern Brazil. This 
is a very flourishing club with close on 
100 members from a wide range of 
professions and occupations. She has 
just informed me that she will become 
President in 2007/8. I am sure that the 
Club will benefit from her leadership as 
she will bring many talents to the 
position.  
She goes on to send her best wishes 
to the President and members of 
Swaffham and particularly to all those 
whom she met and who contributed to 
make her stay with us such a 
memorable occasion. She says she 
will remember it for the rest of her life.  
I have sent best wishes on behalf of us 
all and to congratulate her on her rapid 
rise to stardom in the world of Rotary 
 
 
 

Colin Dickerson 
 
 
STRANGE IT MAY SEEM……….BUT 
NEVERTHELESS TRUE 
 

 
Some 25 years ago one November about 
10 p.m.  Diana and I were on our way back 
to Swaffham from Blickling when we 
witnessed what I am about to relate to you. 
It was a dark windy night with patches of 
moonlight sky dappled with patches of 
wispy white cloud..      We had  two other 
passengers in the car and we had been 
travelling from Blickling about 15 minutes 
and our route was to take us via Cawston, 
Reepham and Bawdswell,  The road was 
narrow and a little difficult due to small 
branches falling from the trees and 
consequently we were travelling gently 
particularly since I knew we were 
approaching a small stone bridge situated 
on a dog’s leg corner.   I modified my 
speed to negotiate the bridge and suddenly 
there illuminated in the car headlights was 
the figure of a very elderly lady dressed in 
voluminous skirts of some dark colour 
with a shawl over her head and hanging 
down her scrawny back..  Wisps of 
straggly white hair showed from beneath 
the shawl. 
She was bent almost double I knew not 
from age or because of the fact that she 
carried an enormous bundle of twigs and 
small branches over her shoulder in the 
fashion that one used to see in pictures 
some 150 years ago.  She was not of our 
time 
And all passengers gasped at the sight of 
her. 
 
We were unable to stop immediately to 
ascertain whether she needed help so we 
proceeded some 25 yards further on and 
turned the car around to offer help.  We 
retravelled some three quarters of a mile 
without sight of another living soul.  There 
were no cottages to be seen and no 
gateways or turnings off the road.  She had 
completely disappeared without trace on a 
night when all other humans were safe at 
home. 
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The experience shocked and to some 
extent frightened us all.  It was the topic of 
conversation the whole way home and I 
hasten to say during the week or two that  
followed.    Over the years when in 
reminiscing mode and in the company of 
our fellow passengers we would raise the 
subject and never found an explanation.  It 
made a profound lasting impression upon 
us all. 
 
 
This is not quite the end of the story since 
18 years or so  after the event Diana and I 
Had occasion to be travelling home from 
Blickling around 10 ish and by sheer 
coincidence on a November night we 
approached the bridge already mentioned 
and there in the headlights we saw the 
same figure carrying the same load over 
her back.  Nothing had changed.  We were 
again shocked, maybe more so,   this time 
I managed to turn the car around even 
quicker and retraced our path for about a 
mile, travelling very slowly.   There was 
nothing. 
 
Next morning we telephoned one of the 
passengers on the original journey, the 
wife of a former rotarian, and began by 
saying to her “Do you remember a number 
of years ago when we were coming home 
from Blickling…..,..”  and before we could 
say more she took up the story and related 
the details to us. 
Can you imagine her enormous surprise 
when we revealed that we had the same 
experience the evening before. 
 
A few years ago within memory of a lot of 
current Rotarians we had as a guest 
speaker a lady who brought along a 
number of large dolls in costume.  She 
spoke about them and told us about their 
origins.  Can you imagine the great 
surprise of Diana and myself when we 

spotted amongst the collection a replica of 
the old lady we had seen on the bridge and 
curiously enough she could provide no 
details of the origins of this one doll. 
 
I wonder if anyone has had a similar 
experience in this spot and decided to say 
nothing.  I shall be interested to hear. 
 

( waiting with baited breath ------ Ed.) 
 

 
Colin Dickerson 
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